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vigour into the arts and sciences by a study of the works of
classical antiquity, so did Erasmus hope that the Church,
bogged as it was in externals, might be transfigured by
ridding it of contaminated sources and going back to the
teachings of the Gospels, by hearkening to the very words
of Christ, and "finding anew the real Christ buried
beneath the superimposed dogmas." Here, again, we
see Erasmus acting as pioneer, as leader in the vanguard
of the Reformation.

According to Erasmus, humanism can never be
revolutionary, and though he urged reform within the
Church and himself was the most important of those
who prepared the way, he could not, since he was of an
extremely pacific disposition, work for an open schism.
Erasmus never laid down the law, never violently re-
sented contradiction after the manner of a Luther, a
Zwingli, or a Calvin; he never dogmatized as to what
was right in the Church or what was wrong, which sacra-
ments were acceptable and which were unacceptable,
whether the Elements were substantial or insubstantial.
He was content to insist that the true essence of Christian
piety was not to be found in outward observance, but
that the measure of a man's faith lay within him. It was
not the worship of saints, or pilgrimages, or psalm-
singing, or theological scholasticism with its sterile
c'Judaism," which made the Christian; but his spiritual
trustworthiness, his human and Christianly way of living.
"He alone does honour to the saints who imitates their
virtues." It is not by collecting their dry bones, not by
going on pilgrimages to their tombs and burning many
candles to their memory that a man proves his Chris-
tianity. Far more important than minute attention to
ritual and prayer, to fasts and attendance at Mass, is
that a Christian should order his life in the spirit of Jesus.
"The quintessence of our religion is peace and unani-
mity." Here, as always, Erasmus's object is to raise the
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